Statement was presented at the parish council meeting on 05.11.19.

Greencore announced in May 2017 that the plant would close by April 2018, and in late 2017
the Parish Council voted to set up a working group to formulate a plan to represent the
desires of the parish in any future development of the site. This group has met regularly over
the past 2 years, with updates of any developments being reported at subsequent parish
council meetings.

By seeking the opinions of parishioners, community groups and local businesses, a “wish list’
of key desires was drawn up, these being, increased village car parking facilities, a larger
local store and a modern community hub incorporating an enlarged village hall, a parish
council office. and additional meeting rooms. These have remained core to the working
groups discussions with all the various parties involved over the past two years.

We have now reached a stage where the site owners have produced a feasibility study. and
whilst at first glance it addresses the key points raised by the coungcil, in practical terms, it
will be impossible to deliver.

Coinciding with the publication of this study is the desire of Barry O’Leary, our District
Councillor to become more actively involved in future discussions, and as these are likely to
centre around MDC planning considerations involving Local Plan Part 2, employment zones,
retention of buildings within the conservation area, demolition site management, €tc it seems
an appropriate time to disband the working group, and pass the lead role to Barry to take this
forward, in consultation with the full council.

It is not the role of the parish council to act as intermediary between the site owner and
prospective operators of retail premises, nor to get involved in legal discussions surrounding
the ownership of parcels of land bordering the site.

The parish council’s next involvement will be as a consultee when further planning
applications are submitted to MDC, when the views of the council can be noted..
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