Nearing with:
O’Briens Demolition
Lichfield’s Architecture
Andrei S & Anna C (planning MDC)
Murray S & Andrew D (greencore working party)

I had received an invite only the day before via Andrei S.

No documents or briefing notes were provided prior by either O’Briens or Litchfield’s

It was made clear by Andrei S that this was in no way a pre app (planning) meeting and little  information had been forthcoming as to the particular purpose of this meeting.

The meeting opened with RS looking to know why MDC wanted to have both a heritage statement and a demolition methods statement. RS disputed the need for these and that other councils hadn’t require such information. There was also a very pointed request for MDCs heritage values of eh e site, in response to which AC informed RS that I’m the onerous was on the applicant to prove that heritage   Wasn’t being damaged not the onerous on MDC to prove that heritage values existed.

A question was by RS about kemps mill and batts farm - he confirmed their absolute desire that the buildings would be demolished. He stated they had little or no worth. He was asked could they not be converted and repurposed but  stated this was “uneconomical”. He drew in various pooled impressions from the visit that occurred in mid September.

I highlighted that all those offending opinions had neither heritage or building design expertise. RS was keen to move in from this point.

RS referee to a “plan” to construct 129 units of only housing on site. He referred to “other land in the village” and “adequate social housing”. I queried this as all developments require social housing but there wasn’t a specific answer as to where this would be.

RS then made the statement that an on site supermarket wild make the development unviable and was not an option. He indicated that they would purchase the present village hall for a notional amount (£1) and that a new “community hub “ Would be located on the playing fields at queens road. O’Briens would NOT  pay for this hub in full but would review a contribution. They would own the new supermarket and would  lease this “as appropriate”. He also confirmed this would not necessarily be to the coop and would go to whoever agreed to pay for it.

Neither O’Briens nor Litchfield's has done due diligence on where they are proposing to locate either this is hub or Supermarket. They were surprised at the complex ownership of both sites.

On several occasions the developer asked if the PC approved the plans - both Murray and I had to explain that this was a decision for all councillors and not just those at this meeting.

MS stated  the redevelopment would give the community both a supermarket and a hub but that the proposed site would not address the HGV issues in the village.

Murray also raised s106 for the school and was confirmed by Andrei S that this is a statutory requirement.

O’Briens kept pushing for an “joint approach” - they wished whatever plans where  to be endorsed by the Parish Council (or mendip) pre any public consultation. MDC staff were a bit puzzled by this.

There  was much discussion on the height of kemps mill and the present impact on the silk mill development. I had to highlight to O’Briens that I was the only person pendent who had spoken to there residents who’s expressed opinion was would rather a mill style building that was there presently and highlighted the whole area industrial past.

O’Briens made much of repurposing to stone once all buildings on site were demolished. They confirmed that once demolition would take place that all rubble and materials would be left within the site .

They also confirmed that the site had been marketed to several house builders as a housing only site with NO employment content. This was of surprise to Anna C and Andrei S

I highlighted no matter what planning application was made there would be an obligation for the applicant o consult the  community directly.

O’Briens made it very clear  that once planning permission was granted the site would be quickly disposed of - they would not be the developer.

The meeting began at 1.05 and ended at 13.55 - plans ere provided 2 days later on a non confidential basis

Barry
