
Barry O’Leary District Councillor Report: Feb 4,  2020  

• The parish forum has launched with its new structure. I am  hoping that it’s new format will give 

parishes a greater voice from which to lobby the council and develop policy. If you want to know 

more please ask, Murray has been a very active participant- thank you. 

• The draft business plan for the Somerset Waste Partnership was approved by the Cabinet, 

including me, can be viewed here. The focus of the plan is around the Recycle More campaign 

which aims to introduce even more weekly recycling services.  

• The cabinet also voted to bring forward a procurement process for the installation of EV charging 

points across the district. I very forcefully made the point that any clean transport infrastructure 

or facilities has to include rural areas and villages, like Evercreech too. 

• Work around the Local Plan is still on going, if parishes wish to comment on the modifications to 

the local plan they can do so here. I would be happy to supporting the parish to arrange a public 

meeting if that was deemed necessary. 

• Somerset county Council leader (David Fothergill) is actively pursuing the establishment of a 

unitary authority. The district councils have responded with caution, Mendip included. There are 

so many possible configurations it’s very difficult to assess the proposal and until the Westminster  

government reshuffle is complete there is a stall in the process. There are four possible outcomes; 

o Greater Cooperation & Collaboration; things stay as they are but the councils work together more 

effectively 

o A Somerset wide unitary authority: this seems a very poor option to us as the authority would be too 

large and unwieldy and probably down in Taunton 

o A East-West councils;  (a) BANES/Mendip/South Somerset (b) Sedgemoor/SWAT/North Somerset 

o Tree councils; (i) BANES/Mendip(ii) SWAT & South Somerset (iii) Sedgemoor& North Somerset 

Outline of my activities this month and next: 

• I’ve commented on several planning applications over the last two months and are happy to take 

any questions from the parish. 

• I’ve queries how officers interact with planning agents and oversight of the ‘preapproval process’.  

• I’ve been continuing work with NASS, you will have seen the outcome of this via the ‘resident 

letter’ and many of the improvements suggest by myself and other taken on board. I have, 

however, queried why the next consultation isn’t here in the village. I am also awaiting 

confirmation of rail / (free bus) ride arrangements to remove pedestrians form the A371 . 

Keeping in touch: 
In addition to my regular published updates I continue to  hold a drop-in surgery. I look forward to 
continuing  working with the  Parish Council will personally continue highlighting all local  issues  
Regards 

Barry 

Your Mendip Councillor 
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