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Minutes of the extraordinary meeting 13 04 26 
 

Present: Lesley Parham (Chair), Rob Reed, Roy Williams, Gail 
Wakeford, Murray Stewart, Christian Sellar, Daryl Issit 
0 members of the public. 
Lynn Crisp – Clerk 
 

i)  Public Open Session  
 

001  Meeting opened 18.00 
To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given (LGA 1972 s85(1))  
Derek Sharp – Absent 
 

002  Declarations of interests. Council members to declare any interests, including any Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Parish 
Council’s Code of Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that 
accord with Localism Act 2011 s33 (b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations)  
None declared 
 

003  To discuss the ex-Greencore site following a site meeting on 08 04 26 with the owners of the site. 
 
The Chair made it clear that this is not a meeting to discuss any planning matters. 
 
Questions from the Developer: 
  
1. With regards to the Prestleigh Road boundary wall, does the Parish Council (PC) have a 
preference as to whether the wall should be retained at the same height (i.e. maintaining the 
current sense of enclosure), tapered down/reduced to a much lower level or potentially 
removed entirely?  
 
Discussions took place. 
Lower, remove or keep the wall? 
Gives a boundary definition. 
 
A Cllr noted that not all Cllrs had seen any potential plans.  Parish Cllrs present on the 8th of April were 
looking at the wall and fence to judge the aesthetic of the perimeters to take back to full council for 
decision.  
To note regarding the 8th of April site meeting: Cllrs requested to meet with the site owners and 
Somerset Council Planning Officers re the lack of security at the site and demolition. Somerset Council 
Planning Officers did not respond. In the meantime, Somerset Cllr Sully asked for the owners contact 
details and contacted them separately seemly on a different matter. Parish Cllrs met with the owners 
on Tuesday 8th April and from that meeting the owners asked 4 questions hence the need for this 
extraordinary meeting. The owners have revised plans ready to submit and can do so without the 
Parish Council response to the questions. The owners now seem to be opening communications with 
the Parish Council.  
No comment on any planning application was made on 8th April 2026.  
 
RR reported that whilst he could vote on these questions, he would prefer to abstain. 
 
LP proposed for Cllrs to vote on whether to keep the wall at its existing height or reduce its height.  
GW seconded. 
3 Cllrs voted for the wall to remain as is. 
2 Cllrs voted for the wall to be reduced. 
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MS abstained. 
RR abstained. 
 
Resolved. The Parish Council will reply asking for the wall to remain at the current height thus 
preserving the current street scene. 
 
2. What is the PC’s thinking with regard to the current breezeblock wall that borders the 
recreation ground and would it be amenable to its replacement with a timber close boarded 
fence along its entirety?  

Cllrs discussed the merits of replacing the wall with a 6ft fence. Going forward, the fence, if agreed by 
Cllrs, should be maintained by the developer/their maintenance company. The fence must be kept at 
6ft in the future. Residents would not be allowed to install gates onto Queens Road Playing Fields 
later. Cllrs agreed to an opening near Neal’s way end of the boundary for new residents to use to reach 
the school.  

LP proposed: To agree to replace the wall with a 6ft fence with an opening near Neal’s Way end of the 
boundary for new residents to use to reach the school. Full responsibility for maintenance of the fence 
must rest with the Developer/their maintenance company. The fence must remain at 6ft in the future. 
Seconded GW 
RR abstained. 
Resolved: Unanimous 
 
3. Notwithstanding the PC’s view on the potential replacement of the wall with a fence, would 
the PC support in principle a section of it being removed to provide a connection through the 
wall (or fence) to provide direct pedestrian access from the site into the recreation ground?  
One connection/access opening could be provided as per above resolution. 
 
4. Does the PC have any thoughts on this amended scheme proposing lower parking numbers 
than the adopted standards (noting that, at the Inquiry, the Council suggested they would be 
happy to consider a scheme proposing lower parking numbers) to prepare a less parking 
dominant layout?  
No comment 
 
Site security:  
Discussions took place.  
The representatives did not seem willing to engage with Cllr concerns.  
The owners suggested that the former Mendip District Council Planner Officers insisted that they 
submit a planning application, prior to demolition.  
The consensus appeared to be that they will not be looking at security of the site.  
Discussions took place.  

The Planning Working Party noted that it will not make a recommendation to Cllrs regarding any future 
planning application from the owners. Full council will discuss the matter.  

Meeting closed 6.55 pm  
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 Appendix A 

Safety concerns report from Somerset Cllr Sully 
 
 

 
 
 


